EVERYBODY'S PLANS GO AWRY                          315
las's convention, and his cohorts were more determined than ever to
nominate him and him only. The galleries, quite in contrast to Charles-
ton, were with them. Caleb Gushing once more called the delegates to
order, this time in the Front Street Theater; and what a drama was
there to be enacted!
The paramount question was the composition of the roll. Who were
the delegates from the South ? Gushing reported that he had found no
power to decide this. The Douglasites were quite evidently determined
to admit the newly chosen Douglas delegates, while Virginia took the
lead in seeking to have the original designees readmitted wherever they
appeared. The upshot was that the credentials committee had to be re-
constituted and the disputed claims turned over to it. After long and
troubled deliberations it was ready to report on the fourth day.19
While it was laboring, various efforts were made behind the scenes
for harmony. The Douglas managers accepted the sincerity of most
of those bolters who were willing to come back, and sought to avoid
more trouble by compromise. They offered to receive those from Missis-
sippi, Texas, Arkansas, and Georgia; they would even accept the "ob-
servers" from Florida and the absent South Carolinians. But they in-
sisted on admitting their own new delegations from Alabama and
Louisiana; Yancey and Slidell must be punished. Even on this harmony
scheme the committee divided.20
On the morning of the fourth day, June 21, the first day of summer,
the convention assembled at 10. The Reverend Henry Slicer prayed
for peace, and Chairman Gushing announced that the credentials com-
mittee was ready to report. The air was tense with expectancy as the
throng awaited their work, when suddenly the building was shaken
by a great crash and "the wildest excitement ensued." All in the galleries
craned their necks and saw below that "the front of the stage and the
portion covering the orchestra had given away, and suddenly sunk
about three feet in the center, throwing the settees and those who were
on them, within a circle of about fifty feet, into one wedged mass, from
which they extricated themselves as rapidly as possible and fled in all
directions to distant parts of the house. Fortunately no one was injured."
This excitement was followed almost immediately by another. The
day was dark and rainy, and the chandeliers were alight. One spccta-